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warning of which James took little notice at the time, and which he chose
to forget later when he attempted to persuade William to give his moral
support to the repeal of the penal laws and the Test Act.

James, on his side, made no attempt to conciliate William even in
matters in which his own personal interests were concerned. Shortly
after his accession he recalled Chudleigh, the English ambassador at
The Hague, and appointed in his place Bevil Skelton, who, apart from
his absolute incompetence,1 was personally disliked by William and was
regarded with suspicion and hatred by the Dutch people, on account of
his conduct in Holland on a previous occasion. James disregarded
William's spirited protest against the appointment and, as was inevitable,
Skelton's embassy was unhappy. At the same time James recalled
Henry Sidney, who commanded the six British regiments which were
in the pay of the States-General. Henry Sidney was Sunderland's
uncle and, if reports were true, the lover of Sunderland's Countess,
William protested strongly against his recall, and testified to his ability
and to his loyalty to James :

I cannot dissemble with Your Majesty (ke said) that I could have
wished Your Majesty had thought proper to have left him here, since
I can assure you that there never was a minister2 in this country
who succeeded better or who did you more faithful service, it is
also impossible that any person can be more zealous for your service
for which I can answer.

Whether or no Sidney's loyalty to James was as deep-seated as William
represented it to be, this is the last time anything was heard of it. He
continued to be a great friend of William's, he was constantly at The
Hague, and he was one of the earliest and staunchest supporters of the
Revolution.

1  Avaux, who as French ambassador at The Hague worked with Skelton
in the Anglo-French interest, had a very low opinion of his abilities; in one
place, for instance, he describes him as "Le Sieur Skelton . . . un homme fort
16ger et fort inconstant".   Four years earlier Charles had proposed to supersede
Sidney by Skelton but had withdrawn the proposal, though regretfully, on
objection being taken to it by William.

2  The use of the word "minister" in this letter is extraordinary, for it is
clear from James's letter to William of March 6, 1685 (in Dalrymple), that
Chudleigh had been the English Minister at The Hague. Another odd thing
about this letter is its date, June 25, which, from allusions in it to the appoint-
ment of Skelton, is about three months later than would be expected-